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must be done." They agreed all, that it is the will of
God that it must be executed, that His decree is in-
evitable, and lastly that the terms of the Christian king
were as favourable as could be accorded. When Musa
saw that they were about to sign the treaty of surren-
der he rose with violent indignation. " Do not deceive
yourselves," he cried, " or think the Christians will be
faithful to their promises, or their king as magnanimous
in conquest as he has been victorious in war. Death is
the least we have to fear ; it is the sacking and
plundering of our city, the profanation of our mosques,
the ruin of our homes, the violation of our wives and
daughters; cruel oppression, bigoted intolerance, whips
and chains ; the dungeon, the faggot and the stake;
such are the miseries and indignities we shall see and
suffer ; at least those grovelling souls will see them
who now shrink from an honourable death. For my
part, by Allah, I will never witness them." With
these words he left the Council Chamber and strode
gloomily through the Court of Lions, and the outer
halls of the Alhambra, without deigning to throw a
glance or utter a word. He went to his dwelling,
covered himself with his arms, mounted his favourite
steed and issuing forth from the city by the gate of
Albira (Elvira), was never seen or heard of.
Such is the account given by the Arabic chronicle
of the end of Musa ibn Abil Ghassan.5 But an old
Spanish chronicler, Fray Antonio Agapida, endeavours
to clear the mystery of his fate. That very evening a
party of Spanish cavaliers, about fifteen lances, were
riding along the banks of the Xenil. They beheld in
the twilight a Moorish cavalier approaching closely
armed from head to foot. His visor was closed, his
lance in rest and his powerful charger barbed like
himself in steel. They called upon him to stand and
declare himself. The Muslim cavalier did not answer
but charging into the midst of them transfixed one
knight with his lance and bore him out of his saddle